[bookmark: _jhk9r4agvbts]COME AND SEE — SESSION 1 
[bookmark: _6rt3eb9ihkr]Theme: Why are people still drawn to Jesus?
Length: 90 minutes approx. 7.30PM - 9.00PM.
[bookmark: _3gb3kpjwmk6g]7:15PM - Doors open / Refreshments: Grab a drink and a cake, make yourself comfortable.
[bookmark: _jpynhaqlne3h]7:30PM - Welcome:  It’s so good to have you here… 
Outline the course and the evening. The course is called Come and See. It's for everyone who is new to faith; It’s for those just starting out on their journey; It's for those as well who are curious about faith but still have doubts, questions, queries before they step in. Along the way we will ask questions, have discussion, do some Bible study, watch some videos. We want to inspire and encourage you in your journey of following Jesus. 

Week 1: Come and See. 
Week 2: Come and Follow.
Week 3. Come and Live (and Die!)

There is loads to do so I will keep an eye on time! We’re going to start really simply with a question on your tables — no right or wrong answers, just your honest thoughts.
[bookmark: _jdeipcudygdc]Opening Question: When you hear the word Christian, what kind of person comes to mind? Let conversation flow (10 mins)
[bookmark: _oga0r3hv846d]Prompt: “What’s your first impression?” // “What images or stereotypes come up?” // “Positive or negative — all welcome”
[bookmark: _ucdh875c5b81]Bring room back together: This conversation really shows how many different ideas people have about Christianity. But what’s fascinating is this… Even with all those perceptions… Jesus Himself still seems to provoke curiosity — even in people who wouldn’t normally engage with church at all.
[bookmark: _i0vbc233m71r]VIDEO CLIP 1: We’re going to watch a short clip where this idea is explored — why, in a modern world, people still can’t quite ignore Jesus. Plug Podcast Diary of a CEO - Steven Bartlett interviewing Wess Huff. No.1 Christianity Expert: The Truth About Christianity! The Case For Jesus (Historian's Proof)1-6mins // 10mins - 14 mins
· Did anything in the clips resonate with you personally?
· Did anything make you think differently or raise a new question?
· Where would you say you are right now — curious, sceptical, open, unsure?
[bookmark: _htfzw6cfrkk6]DISCUSSION: WHY DOES JESUS STILL DRAW PEOPLE? 
[bookmark: _fh0n4czfl2hp]Questions:
· Why do you think Jesus still provokes curiosity in people who don’t normally engage with church?
· Is curiosity enough to begin faith?
[bookmark: _tyy0r7bj8qxn]Follow-up prompts:
· Are people more spiritually curious than they admit?
· What do you think people are really searching for beneath everyday life?
· Why do some people reject faith before really exploring it?
· Does anyone want to share their stories / thoughts on this?
What’s fascinating is this — Jesus seems very comfortable with curiosity.
[bookmark: _rmlhnzsvnmlc]BIBLE STUDY 1 (JOHN 1:35–39) 
One of the very first interactions Jesus has with potential followers starts exactly there - at the place of curiosity.
[bookmark: _s840rqohknq5]Read passage (ask someone to read). John 1:35–39
35 The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36 When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” 37 When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. 38 Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do you want?” They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?” 39 “Come,” he replied, “and you will see.” So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him. It was about four in the afternoon.
[bookmark: _djrz585pbw2l]Question 1: What is the first question Jesus asks? 
[bookmark: _xoi0qavqi9wz](Expected: What are you looking for?)
Jesus doesn’t start with a statement… He starts with a question.
[bookmark: _v7yt5arqez5r]Question 2: Why do you think He asks, What are you looking for?
[bookmark: _dm0eu9kcmmqi]Draw out: He’s making them think / He’s drawing out their motives / He’s inviting honesty.
Deepen: It’s a very personal question — not ‘What do you believe?’ but ‘What are you actually searching for?’
[bookmark: _b17nd3pgo8th]Question 3: What does that reveal about how Jesus meets people?”
[bookmark: _wzw6t2cvx3xv]Draw out: He listens / He’s patient / He’s relational / He meets people in their curiosity — not once they’ve figured everything out.
[bookmark: _jztsgcctbxry]Question 4: What is His invitation? Answer: Come and see.
Expand: Not: ‘Understand everything first’ // ‘Sort your life out’ // ‘Commit immediately’ Just: ‘Come and see.’ In just a few lines, we see something powerful: 
· Jesus meets people in their curiosity…
· He asks what they’re really searching for…
· And instead of giving a lecture — He gives an invitation.”
[bookmark: _9er567mjn7xm]VIDEO CLIP 2 (THE CHOSEN – PETER) 
Let’s watch another moment — this time not just curiosity, but encounter. Play The Chosen clip (miraculous catch → follow me). 5mins - 9:52 The Chosen – Season 1 Episode 4 | Jesus Calls Peter, Andrew, James & John | “Follow Me”
[bookmark: _tfpdhoeor2s9]8:35PM — DISCUSSION: ENCOUNTER: What stood out to you in that scene? Ask:
· What do you notice about Peter’s reaction?
· Why does Jesus meet him in his ordinary work?
· What does Jesus ask before Peter understands everything?
[bookmark: _uvp0f5n4as6f]Notice that Jesus enters Peter’s world before Peter enters Jesus.
[bookmark: _y19jciw7jam3]BIBLE STUDY 2: Read Luke 5:1–11.
5 One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret,[a] the people were crowding around him and listening to the word of God. 2 He saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat. 4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.” 5 Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets.” 6 When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. 7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink. 8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” 9 For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, 10 and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.” 11 So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him.
Brief reflection: In both stories: John 1 — curiosity // Luke 5 — encounter // But the same pattern appears… Jesus invites people before they are fully ready.
What does this actually mean for us?
[bookmark: _j5vwqppu0ls8]1. Reframe Christianity: For many people, Christianity has been presented as:
· believe the right things
· behave the right way
· attend the right places
But that’s not where Jesus started.
[bookmark: _x4fnkhlwu4h9]2. What Jesus actually said: Jesus didn’t often begin with ‘believe in me. More often, He said: Follow me.’
[bookmark: _k85fzrgxlnhh]3. Following before understanding. The first disciples didn’t fully understand:
· who He was
· where it would lead
· what it would cost
But they started walking with Him anyway. Imagine being one of those original disciples. They were ordinary people like you and me. They had jobs, families, hobbies, and social lives. As they went about their business on the day Jesus called them, none of them would have expected his life to change so quickly and completely.
[bookmark: _lmzrkoif582x]The disciples could not have fully understood what they were getting into when they responded to Jesus’s call. Whatever expectations or doubts, whatever curiosity, excitement, or uncertainty they felt, nothing could have prepared them for what lay ahead. Everything about Jesus—His teaching, compassion, and wisdom; His life, death, and resurrection; His power, authority, and calling—would shape every aspect of the rest of their lives.They belonged before they fully believed.
[bookmark: _i6m6lpwd69vw]4. Question: What is a Disciple?
In only a few years, these simple men were standing before some of the most powerful rulers on earth and being accused of “turning the world upside down” (Acts 17:6). What began as simple obedience to the call of Jesus ended up changing their lives, and ultimately, the world.
[bookmark: _i6m6lpwd69vw]So, what Is a Disciple? What does it mean to be a disciple of Jesus Christ? 
[bookmark: _2edfwpgya5gv]
[bookmark: _3f230rg8xchg]The word disciple refers to a student or apprentice.
[bookmark: _mgvcr3o9s15r]5. Apprentice concept: An apprentice learns by:
· being with someone
· watching them
· listening
· practicing
· becoming like them”
[bookmark: _27bir1yhnzcd]Relatable examples:
· sport coach
· job training
· learning an instrument
When Jesus called His first disciples, they may not have understood where Jesus would take them or the impact it would have on their lives, but they knew what it meant to follow. They took Jesus’s call literally and began going everywhere He went and doing everything He did.
[bookmark: _yu3bbrdpcswy]6. Define disciple: 

A disciple is a person who has responded to the call of Jesus Christ by following Him in faith, being transformed into His likeness through obedience and relationship, and participating in His mission by making other disciples. Be with Jesus. Become like Jesus. Do what Jesus did.
[bookmark: _lokp3hnhft29]7. Relationship before behaviour
Jesus didn’t say: Sort your life out, then come. He said: ‘Come… and your life will begin to change as you walk with me.’” Jesus invites people before He transforms them.

8. In John 1 — they’re curious // In Luke 5 — Peter feels unworthy. Yet Jesus still says: ‘Come and see… Follow me.’”
[bookmark: _9ey4iybpcc3b]9. We often think we need certainty before we begin. But Jesus seems completely comfortable with people starting with curiosity. You don’t need to have everything figured out to take a first step.”

10. REFLECTION: 
Christianity is not mainly about religion… It’s about responding to an invitation from a person — Jesus. And if that’s true… then His invitation is still open today. The question isn’t just ‘What do you believe?’ It’s ‘Will you come and see?’
[bookmark: _8ajo0mcth6z8]FINAL DISCUSSION : Questions
· What do you think stops people following Jesus today?
· What would you hope might change if you did?
· What would you fear it might cost?
[bookmark: _xd18b1xnob0c]In John, Jesus asks: ‘What are you looking for?’ In Luke, He steps into ordinary life. He still does both. Jesus is not threatened by honest searching — He invites it. Come and See. 

Pray: Close.

